
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 18 June 2020] 

 p3936d-3937a 
Dr David Honey 

 [1] 

COTTESLOE BEACH — RUBBISH COLLECTION 
Statement by Member for Cottesloe 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe) [12.58 pm]: Recently, when I went for my regular morning walk to the beach, I was 
shocked to find an extremely large amount of plastic and general waste in amongst the seaweed, thrown up by the 
winter storms. Luckily enough, young Harvey and Harper from the Cottesloe Surf Life Saving Club were on hand 
and helped me pick up as much of the rubbish as we possibly could. Unfortunately, this is not the first time I have 
been shocked by the amount of plastic rubbish I have found on the beach. Last year, when I attended North Cottesloe 
Surf Life Saving Club’s Clean Up Australia event, called Take 3 for the Sea, after just one hour of scouring 
200 metres of what many think is a pristine beach, the 40 volunteers had amassed over 2 000 pieces of plastic waste. 
This time around, young Harvey, Harper and myself again found all sorts of rubbish, including numerous dog toys, 
dozens of golf balls, bits of rope, innumerable plastic bottles, lengths of fishing line and even a craypot. Although 
the container deposit scheme is a good initiative, it is clear that more needs to be done. We need a major behavioural 
change in the community. The volume of waste I have observed means that this is not just the behaviour of a few 
people. Many people, some of whom likely consider themselves environmentally aware, must be contributing to 
this high volume of plastic waste. Captain Cleanup and his clean machine are doing their bit. Although education 
and awareness are very important, I believe it may be time to focus more on meaningful penalties and, in particular, 
enforcement to solve this terrible problem. 
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